
Rink Location Hockey Pleasure Lights Warming 
House

Rambling River Park 2 1 Yes Yes

North Creek Park 1 1 Yes Yes

Hill Dee Park 0 1 No No

Tamarack Park 0 1 No No

Farmington Elementary School 0 1 No No

Meadowview Elementary School 0 1 No No

Warming Houses Open December 16 - February 20, 2012
Both warming houses provide on-duty staff during the following hours:
	 •	Monday - Friday from 4–9:00pm

	 •	Saturday from Noon–9:00pm

	 •	Sunday from Noon–8:30pm

	 •	The Martin Luther King & Presidents’ Day Holidays from Noon–9:00pm

	 •	No School Days from Noon–9:00pm

	 •	Christmas Eve from Noon–3:00pm and Christmas Day closed

	 •	New Year’s Eve from Noon–6:00pm and New Year’s Day from Noon–9:00pm

Information about outdoor rinks, warming houses and weather related 
cancellations is available at www.ci.farmington.mn.us or call the Parks and 
Recreation office at 651-280-6850.

Secret Holiday Shop
This is the perfect time and place for 
children to buy a gift for someone 
special. The Holiday Shop has gifts 

for all ages and we’ll do  
the wrapping!  

The Holiday Shop is for children of all 
ages – No Parents Allowed*

Rambling River Center 
325 Oak Street 

Saturday, December 3 
9:00 am – Noon

The shop will offer gifts ranging from 
50¢ - $6.50. Children will purchase 
gifts with tickets (each ticket is $1).

Send a shopping list including names 
and how much to spend on each 

person. Registration is not needed.

If you are 14 years of age or older 
and interested in volunteering at the 
shop, we need you! Please contact 

the Recreation office at  
651-280-6854.

*Volunteers will assist shoppers who need 
help. Parents are encouraged to shop 

Downtown Farmington while their children 
are at the Holiday Shop.
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City Outdoor Rinks
Center Fundraisers

SAL Omelet Breakfast 
American Legion 

10 North Eighth Street 
Sunday, November 13 

8:30am–Noon
Join us for this build your own all you 

can eat omelet breakfast including 
toast, cheesy potatoes, fruit cocktail 
and coffee. Tickets $8.00/Seniors & 

Veterans and $10.00/Adults. 

Volunteers are needed to assist with 
busing tables and/or make toast.  

Call 651-280-6970.

Steak Fry 
Veterans of Foreign Wars 

421 Third Street 
Saturday, January 21 

5:00–8pm
Proceeds from the omelet breakfast 

and the steak fry benefit the  
Rambling River Center.

Open on December 16 
(weather permitting)
The City has a long history of flooding 
outdoor rinks. During this time staff 
has learned the complicated recipe for 
creating outdoor ice. 
To begin with, temperatures must stay 
consistently below 20 degrees for at 
least 7 days for ground conditions to 

remain cold enough to allow the water that is flooded on the ground to freeze. 
Initial flooding begins with many small layers of water to build a base of ice.  
If too much water is used during the first flooding process the ice tends to  
freeze unevenly. 

Once the base of ice is created, flooding is completed in the early morning hours 
on a daily basis. If the weather conditions are right and the temperature remains 
cold for an extended period of time, the rinks can be ready for skating in about 
7-10 days. In comparison, the Schmitz-Maki Arena ice can be created in about 
3-4 days because ideal conditions can be created artificially indoors.

To maintain a proper skating surface throughout the season, rinks are flooded 
daily until the end of the season. The following amounts of water are used to 
create and maintain outdoor ice rinks:
	 •	8,000-10,000 gallons of water to create a 1 to 2 inch ice base

	 •	600,000-800,000 gallons of water to maintain the outdoor hockey and 	 	
		  pleasure rinks which is equivalent to approximately 32,000 ten-minute showers

The Rambling River Park location offers an indoor restroom and the North Creek 
Park offers a portable toilet adjacent to the warming house. On-duty staff is 
provided at two warming houses. The City’s Park Maintenance staff maintain 
three outdoor hockey rinks and six pleasure rinks at the following locations:

North Creek Park Rink




